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Thought for the Week: '"What's worrying me is that Australia is
losing its identity if it hasn't lost it already. I'm trying to hold
on to what is left." Mr. Bruce Ruxton, Victorian R.S.L. President.

WHAT ABOUT THE "JOH FACTOR" NOW?: Writing in The Bulletin of March
3rd, Mr. Malcolm Mackerras, well-known analyst of electoral trends,
predicted that the National Party, backed by Sir Joh Bjelke-
Petersen, would "do very badly at the Territory election", and that
Joh "will drop his campaign to get himself to Canberra, Ian
Sinclair's leadership will grow stronger and the forthcoming Federal
election will be fought on the basis of Labor versus the

traditional Conservative coalition."

While the Sir Joh-backed Northern Territory National Party did not
match Sir Joh's rhetoric and "sweep" the polls at last Saturday's
Territory elections, the results were not so bad that they justify
the optimism of Mr. Ian Sinclair and Mr. John Howard about the "Joh
factor" no longer being a threat to them. Even if Sir Joh could
only muster on a national scale the 167 of the primary vote obtained
in the Territory elections, this could provide the base for a
national campaign which, if realistically conducted, could result in
far-reaching and beneficial results in the nation's history.

As we have previously indicated, Sir Joh does not actually need to
go to Canberra in order to lead a movement of national survival.
Nothing is more dangerous at this critical time than a purely
emotional campaign projecting Sir Joh as some type of Messiah who, by
becoming Prime Minister, could within a short period solve all
Australia's problems.

Sir Joh is well aware that despite his high standing in Queensland,
he has not been able to implement his own stated policies such as
the establishment of a State Bank, His instincts are basically
sound and attuned to defending traditional values. But as other
political leaders have found, the fnplementation of promised policies
in the face of un-cooperative or hostile permanent officials, can
prove difficult.
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At the historic 1949 Federal elections, which brought the relatively new
Liberal Party to office, under Robert Menzies, both Menzies and his
Country Party colleague Arthur Fadden promised to "put the shiliings
back into the pound" with a specific programme, the major feature being
the restoration of the successful war-time consumer price discount
system which eliminated inflation in Australia for fiyve years. Within
six months of being elected, the Menzies govermnment was in retreat in
the face of opposition from the permanent "advisers" headed by Fabian
Socialist Dr. H.C.Boombs, Governor of the Reserve Bank. ’

Sir Joh will recall how back in 1974, when he included the consumer
price discount concept, along with the abolition of Sales Tax, he met

with the most bitter opposition from inside his own party, with the result
that in spite of widespread public support, he was forced to drop the plan.
Prominent amongst those who sabotaged the Premier was the Federal leader
of the National party at the time, Mr. Doug Anthony, the same Doug Anthony
who re-emerged last week to launch a bitter attack on Sir Joh's

campaign on the Federal scene, claiming at a Sydney Rotary Club that
"there seems to be a plague of political madness spreading across the
nation from Queensland. 'Not even Mr. Anthony's best friends would
describe him as one of Australia's deeper political thinkers. The fact

is that Mr. Doug Anthony, succeeded by Mr. Ian Sinclair, supported

Liberal governments which imposed policies of disaster for rural
Australia. There is not the slightest evidence to suggest that either a
Howard or a Peacock Liberal govermment, supported by the National Party,
would do anything constructive to ease a rural crisis which is now
producing horrendous human and social disasters.

If Sir Joh has done nothing else, he has brought to puplic attention the
ineptitude of the Opposition parties. The divisions inside the Liberal
party have become increasingly obvious. Unless some type of a miracle
occurs, the decay in the Liberal party has reached terminal proportions.
If the Liberals cannot form a govermment after the next Federal elections,
they are doomed, If they do form a govermment and fail again - as they
did for seven years under Fraser, without going back any further - they
are also doomed. The Queensland Permier perceives this and, in the
absence of any effective leadership from the National party, has moved
to fill a leadership vacuum. But does Sir Joh need to go to Canberra to
provide the type of leadership really required in the present crisis?

It is significant that a very big percentage of those making use of the
national survival "voting forms', have indicated that they would prefer
Sir Joh to stay where he is, making use of his Queensland base to
encourage a programme which would lever Australia off its present
disaster course.

We have consistently expressed the view that the crucial battles ahead
of Australia can best be waged if the Australian people have the
constitutional mechanism to use a veto at a referendum against any
unwanted policy, whether it be economic or social. Sir Joh could
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establish himself as Australia's greatest statesman by providing his
full support for a policy which would ensure that never in ‘the :
future can governments do what they like to the people. As a
practising Christian, Sir Joh no doubt is familiar with the advice
that he who would be the greatest should seek to be the seryant of
all,

We believe that the "Joh factor" is sufficiently strong to enable Sir
Joh to achieve the most far-reaching constitutional reform in the
nation's history. Such a promised reform would unite the Australian
people as they have never been united before. Such a campaign would
force those who do not trust the people to have a direct say about
policies affecting their futures, to say so publicly. We believe
that these people would be annihilated at the polling both.

BRIEF COMMENTS: The Israeli "trial" of Ukrainian-born John
Demjanjuk becomes increasingly disturbing, with the most incredible
testimonies, including one that dogs were trained to castrate
prisoners. The kindest thing that can be said about some of the
witnesses against Demjanjuk is that they are victims of hysteria.
The most revealing statement yet made at the "trial" has come from
Mr. Alex Ish-Shalom, chief Israeli investigator in the case, who
says that an alleged Nazi identification card was provided by Moscow
at the bequest of Mr. Armand Hammer, the Jewish multinational
business tycoon who has played a major role in assisting the Soviet
since the days of Lenin. The Weekend Australian of March 7th-8th
carries a report from a correspondent in Jerusalem, which states
that "The chairman of Occidental Petroleum, Mr. Hammer, has had
long-standing business relationgwith Moscow and has liaised between
the Soviet Union and Israel." What a convenient arrangement between
the "anti-Semitic" Soviet and Zionist Israel!

* * * * *

The Pollard spy case in the U.S.A. has highlighted the
objection to Political Zionism by anti-Zionist Jews like Mr. Alfred
Lilienthal, who have stressed that Zionism demands that Zionist
supporters have dual loyalties, one to the country where they are
living and one to Zionist Israel. Pollard, an intelligence analyst
with the US Navy Department, argued that as a Zionist and lover of
Israel, he believed that Israel should have sensitive intelligence
which the Americans were withholding. Although Pollard said that
the "highest echelons" in Israel knew that he was spying, the
Israeli Government has attempted to distance itself from Pollard,
who received a life sentence. And there is bitter resentment in
American intelligence circles that the Israelis who had been using
Pollard have been protected by the Israel Government, even though
Defence Minister Rabin publicly apologised to the USA and said it
would never spy on it again.

* * * * *

The recent televised expulsion of a N.S.W. farmer from his

property, along with his wife and small children, at the
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instigation of the State Bank of N.S.W., has shocked most Australians
into a realisation of the extent of the growing rural tragedy, with
growing suicides. In attempting to justify their forclosure actions,
bank statesmen claim that they haye nothing to gain by forcing debt~
ridden farmers off their properties. If this is so, then why force a
farmer out, leaving an empty house and increasing the pressure on town
and city housing. We have received one report that in some cases the
banks are offering more viable farmers loans at lower interest rates to
buy out their struggling neighbours. One bank spokesman admitted that
if a farmer auctioned his property and did not receive sufficient to
liquidate their total debt to the bank, the balance was written off.
It is essential more people understand how the banking system created
financial credit with the stroke of the pen, and as a debt, and writes
off millions of dollars - at no loss to anyone. Bank profits continue
to rise. If Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen really means to save rural
Australia, he will call for a halt to all policies, including
astronomical interest charges, which are eroding the independence of
Australia's rural communities.

* * * * *
The Economist, the widely-read British magazine, in a recent issue, tells
us what most of us already know: +viz. we are in a mess.
Apart from the expected home-truths about union aggressiyveness, and
other ills (restrictive work practices) it zeroces in on the severe
inadequacies of the Australian education systems. It also sharply
criticises Australian transport, and particularly its outrageous
expensiveness. Many Australians have discovered that it is cheaper to
fly to New Zealand, or parts of Asia, than to fly from Sydney to Perth!
We have been concerned for some considerable time that the education
systems in Australia are in marked decline.
We do not have to allow ourselves to be bombarded with statistics from
airy-fairy academics to know, through personal experience, that many of
todays young people are just ill-educated. Many can't frame a well-
expressed letter (sending a well-balanced letter on any subject to the
editor of a major newspaper would be quite beyond them); many have to
resort to the pocket computer to perform eyen elementary calculations;
many have heads full of utterly useless '"Mickey Mouse' brainwashing
("pre-history", "social studies", etc., etc.) which confuse the kids with
mere "opinions" of academics, many of these sheer ning-nongs. TFor some
sanity read - "The Disaster Road", by Jean Wallis ($14.00 posted);
"Chaos in the Classroom", by Jean Wallis ($18.00 posted); 'Secular
Humanism and Australian Education", by Dr: Rupert:Goodman ($4.00 posted),
from all League bookshops,

BASIC FUND: We are getting there. We hope to have some encouraging
news next issue, particularly if the '"slow-coaches" put a spurt oo .
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